Vines of splendid
[talian isolation

JAMCIS ROBINSON
OM WINE
Andrea Franchettiis a
winemaker with
nerdy film star looks
and a capacily for
producing direct and
appetising reds of
some complexity
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There iz semething sndearingly frank
about a wine peeducer who descrihes his
life preswine production thas: "1 had o
reataurant in Rome, distobated atian
wines in Now York from 1952 to 15955 and
bedom: that T wos in 8 baoutifel tuane] of
dope. 1 ean't remcmber exaetly when,”

Andrga Francheitl looks like a yough-
ful ¥wes Saint Laurent, impressively tall,
heavy spoecs, & g of tow hair and an
suboffoous ook, His spoech is o oross
between & mumble and 2 Washingten
stite groowl. He would make o good [lm
slar but s focosed on ks Ldiosynerntic
wane estabe, Tenutay di Trnoers, which
has achicved remarkable conawn consdd-
eTing it was first planted 1882,

He comes with a Seath Curoling textile
fortune on his mother's gide. His unele is
the artlst Cv Twomtey, There are round.
abant conneclions witl the families wha
o Montalcing wine producers Argiana
and Col d'Creis — which prezumably
brlpad draw him ba hig wory paoticular
corner of contrnl ltaly, in sheep country
which had nat boen planted with vines
for o eenmtory.

Tenaty di Trinoro sits in vitieulbural
molation in o valley ust west of the
Floronce-Home aufosfrasda nonr Sarieans
whire Tuszany moote Unabirla and Lagio,
Franchett! deseriles it gz “a sodizrsaken
place on the east of the first limestone
mauntain north of Kome wilh an ex val-
cand elween it and tho son”,

Mante Armlata protects Francheiti's
vincs, Summers are hol and thore are
AUl leasves on the teees o Degombor,
“The weather swirls round us," he says.
Fromchetty 18 glad to leave his gropes
ong on the vine, buillding the extra lay-
ers af Naeear. His #3001 harvest was still
uapicked dm early November when [ et
him in Lopden, showing off baby wines
in large battles,

What [ ke abour Franchetti - apart
from the nerdy film . star looks = 12 hig
contrariness, He has deliberately concen-
tratedl an the ofton overlooked Cabernct
Franz vine becanse he lkes i and he
thinks the Bordelads moke ton lotle of it
He has to admit though thot anothor

Baordeaux grape, Preiit Verdot, prohably
dacs best on bis terrain of aight heclares
(30 acresy apivco of Graves and Oates (he
barrows 5t Emdlion nomonclatare for soil
ivpes), so ho hos quite o bit of that
plomted, Lo

Hure Cabernet Sauvigron plavs s sub-
ordinate rale and fashionable Meriot eats
humble ple. In spite of petting rave
reviews in the US for bis Paligsd, & blend
of Merlat with Cabornet Frane, and being
able to aell every one of 1,000 cases ne
was making several times owor, he ig
nhendoning it altogether,

"Palozzd wes less camplex, se why do
I wies his dismissive explanation, The
TR 15 the last vintape of Palazzl {the
15RIM w53 podnds aut of 1050 from Amer-
lea's wine gurn Bobert Parker), He has
ni plans o pull out Merlot vines g will
incresmse plantings of Pelil YVerdat, "oven
the Hordelads admit its better hore than
in Bordeaux™, se thal they might evanin-

Franchetti has no plans to
pull out Merlat vines but will
increase Petit Verdot, ‘even
the Bordelais admit it's
better here than in Bordeauy’

ally constitute a quarter of Tenutn di
Trinoeo.

From 2000 on he his been produclog
Juzl ome Aagship wine, Tenuta di Trinora
tabout GHO cases of Cabernet Frang
blemded with other Bordeaus wartelies),
and moere than 2000 casee of o second
wirne, La Copole di Trinceo, The Cupsle
blend (acoording to www tenutaditring.
roeoih) is & prstise T8 per eont Cabernel
Franc, 11 per cent Merlaf, 6 per ceni
Ceganesn d'Affle and & per cont Uva i
Trola. According to its Britah imparters
tho proportlens are 23 per cont Cabernet
Frome, 19 per cent Moerlat, 20 per cent Uva
di Troia and 45 Cabernet Souvigmon
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[ fipat met Franchetth ot the tail ond of
a Jong day tasting 20008 in Dardeanys ohez
his groat friend Jean Lue Thumevin of
Chdtean Yalandrmud in St Emilion (Potor
Sizsrock of Dominie de Pingus is the third
member of thi= trinmvizate of amblilous
Ted wlng producees). He was showing his
wines alengside some of the' highost-
prived red bordesux withoul a gqualm,
Ancd fquite rightly, sz the deralled Lasting
nobes on jancisrelinson.com suggest.

Taruta di Trinora ks remarkably direet
and sppetisng. It b8 nol like red bore
desiuss bt is much wore complex Lthan
most Raling Bordenux blends. Like them
I ouEles ot e any D3OG but 15 seld as

Andrea Franchettiis facused o his idiosyncratic wine estate, Tenuta di Trinaro, which has achi
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an IGT, & wine with an Tndicezione Gao.
prafica Timica of Toscana - pof that
there s anvthing romoately typical about
Lhts wine,

[t has boon treated to owvery eleh wine.
miker's playihings tiny viclds; the strict-
=l selection (hendd the appearancs of a
aecond wine) top guality cak used in
abundanee to glve It longevity: some
wricky malalactic formentation in barrel
o sellen i o Lowch ol micre-cxypenation
to keep it fresh.

S0 whai is the down side? Price al
coapse, Thuoevin hos nover knowangly
undersold his wines, so why should
Franchett?
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Merchents Corney & Bareow al’ Lanclan
TR0 (BT580 3800, www cornevandbar-
row.com} lists Lo Copole 1966 sl 2300 A
case but Tenuta db “Prinaro and Paliess
simply corry the worrying slogan “Irice
oh applicatinn”, ;

Lika hig fricnds, Thunevin-and Sisseck,
Franchkoetti hag itchy foed, Flis new projest
i on the slopss of another valeano,
Mount Etna in Sicily, where he has
boupht vinewards 1,000 metres up on the
narth flank.

Last year he picked his (st crop of
Nevello Mazealese grown there. Surely
that will be tnore affordablo - ot ficst
DIy,



